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self-propelled  projectiles  against  southern England,  aiming,  it
would seem, chiefly at London.

Since the launching points of the robots were believed to be in
the Pas de Calais, the Anglo-American Command might have been
tempted to attack that region. Instead that command steadfastly
pursued its primary objective of seizing the port of Cherbourg. On
June 19, the thirteenth day of the operation, the westward effort of
the Americans on the Allied right finally reached the western shore
of the Cotentin. Even then the Germans cut off in the Cherbourg
region held out for eight days. Cherbourg itself fell only on June
27, three weeks after the original landing. Its fine anchorage be-
hind the outer breakwater immediately became available. When its
docks should be put in order the greatest of our difficulties would
be over, and the loss of the war by Germany would be in sight
Still no major German counterattack developed.

More than a thousand miles away in the east the Red Army was
gaining in Finland, and had crossed the Polish border north of the
Pripet marshes. Early in July Minsk and Kovel fell, and Vilna was
entered. In the admirable defensive country between the marshes
and Leningrad the German retreat was orderly, and in that region
there was still room to trade space for time.

Nevertheless, the German grand strategy was breaking down.
The Soviets were rapidly approaching East Prussia. In Vilna they
were less than one hundred miles from the prewar German border*.
In Italy the English and Americans had taken 25,000 prisoners
since the beginning of their offensive late in May. The lack of a
strong central German reserve was threatening to prove fatal. Even
in the west where Berlin had hoped for victory no great German
blow had been struck. Time was now running furiously in favor of
the United Nations, for through Cherbourg a flood of American
reinforcements was pouring in. Eisenhower's new arrivals in France
were averaging 25,000 a day, so that by August his continually in-
creasing strength would approach 1,750,000.

In Normandy the Gennans were at least resisting stubbornly.
There as one leaves the sea he enters a countryside exceptionally
suitable for defense. Many of the roads are deeply sunken between
steep banks crowned by hedges of interlaced and strongly rooted
sailings. Other banks similarly crowned and almost as formidable
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